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{insert date}

Local organisation {insert name} hosts Holocaust Memorial Day {name of event}

Over {insert number} of people from {area} gathered on {date} to mark Holocaust Memorial Day 2008. The {event/concert of remembrance/lecture etc} was organised by {name of organisation} and was the {number} annual Holocaust Memorial Day event for the area.  The event marked the 63nd anniversary of the liberation of Auschwitz and was attended by {local dignitary/school pupils/VIPS etc}.

Councillor/Head Teacher {insert appropriate name} said, “It was fantastic to see so many local people, young and old, coming together to remember the atrocities of the Holocaust.  It is tremendously important that we continue to remember those whose lives were lost or irrevocably altered during this time. The theme for 2007, ‘Imagine…remember, reflect, react’ challenges us all to imagine the unimaginable; to remember the past, reflect on the present and react to create a better future.

Chris Shaw, CEO of the Holocaust Memorial Day Trust said: "We have been overwhelmed by the interest and commitment from the local community as well as the hundreds of other local events that were organised around the UK to mark the day. Holocaust Memorial Day gives us the opportunity to reflect on both the Holocaust more recent atrocities that raise similar issues.  The tragedies of Cambodia, Rwanda and other terrible events in the world show that there are still many lessons to be learnt, both in international and individual terms.” 

For further information visit www.hmd.org.uk
-ENDS-
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For more information please contact:

{add your name and contact details here}

· Holocaust Memorial Day (HMD) is held on 27th January every year the anniversary of the liberation of Auschwitz-Birkenau.   HMD highlights the results of prejudice and intolerance, through learning about the Holocaust, other victims of Nazi racial policies and genocides such as those in Cambodia, Bosnia and Rwanda and the ongoing situation in Darfur.
· In November 2005, the United Nations established Holocaust Memorial Day as a day of remembrance across the World.
· Further information can be found by visiting www.hmd.org.uk
Add two or three bullet points about your own organisation
Holocaust Memorial Day Trust 

The Holocaust Memorial Day Trust is a registered charity, established in 2005. Its objectives are:

· To commemorate and remember the victims of the Holocaust; the persecution and mass murder of six million Jews.

· To commemorate and remember the victims of persecution and murder that resulted from the targeting of other groups of people by Nazi race policies. These include the Roma and Sinti, Black people, mentally and physically disabled people, lesbian and gay people and many of the Slavic peoples;

· To promote harmony between communities, including racial and religious harmony;

· To promote universal human rights;

· To promote equality and diversity and the elimination of discrimination by raising awareness of the causes and effects of racism and prejudice in society. This includes awareness of the impact of the Holocaust and other acts of systematic discrimination that leads to genocide
.
